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HISTORICAL NOTE

SIXTY YEARS SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE MEDICAL
FACULTY AT THE SS CYRIL AND METHODIUS UNIVERSITY
IN SKOPJE, R. MACEDONIA (1947-2007)

Zanteva-Naumoska Magdalena,' Polenakovic Momir®

"Professor and Dean of the Medical Faculty, Skopje, R. Macedonia
’Professor at the Medical Faculty and member of the Macedonian Academy
of Sciences and Arts, Skopje, R. Macedonia

Abstract: The Medical Faculty (M.F.) in Skopje was founded on 6™ March
1947 by a Decree of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

Over the past six decades, the Medical Faculty has been and still is a key
institution where medical professionals, medical doctors and other medical-health per-
sonnel have been educated, as well as an institution where scientific research and ap-
plied health activities have been conducted.

The first 153 students were enrolled at the Faculty in the autumn of 1947.
More than 10,000 medical doctors and 350 radiology technicians have graduated at the
Medical Faculty. A total of 315 students have finished postgraduate studies and acqui-
red a Master's degree in medical sciences and there are 160 active postgraduates at
present.

The degree of Doctor of Medical Sciences has been awarded to 463 candidates,
while 93 are in the process of preparing their doctoral thesis. Currently the process of
introducing three-year doctoral studies is underway. Since 1992, 2,380 have success-
sfully passed the specialist exam, while 700 specializations are ongoing.

The teaching process is being conducted by 233 professors and 215 teaching
assistants through 33 departments. The Medical Faculty consists of 12 institutes and 3
teaching bases in the pre-clinical segment. The clinical segment consists of 25 clinics, 3
institutes and 7 teaching bases.

The Medical Faculty has published the journal Godishen zbornik na Medicin-
skiot fakultet, which has been renamed Makedonsko spisanie za medicina. More than
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380 monographs and textbooks have been printed in the country or abroad. A total num-
ber of 350 scientific projects have been undertaken, 40 with international partners.

The Medical Faculty in Skopje has been a founder and “mother” faculty to the
Faculty of Dentistry and the Faculty of Pharmacy, also providing, at the same time,
interdisciplinary studies at other faculties.
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The Medical Faculty in Skopje was established in the year 1947, as the
second Faculty within the University after the foundation of the Faculty of Phi-
losophy, and as the fourth Medical Faculty in Yugoslavia at that time.

At the time of its establishment, there were only 123 medical and dental
doctors, 96 pharmacists and 120 supporting high-school-trained medical staff in
Macedonia. The health condition of the population in Macedonia was poor.
There were 300,000 people suffering from malaria, 30,000 from tuberculosis;
several thousand citizens had exanthematous and abdominal typhus, children's
paralysis and other infectious diseases.

In order to educate health professionals and to improve the health of the
population, the Government of the People’s Republic of Macedonia issued a
Decree for the foundation of the Medical Faculty on 6™ March 1947, when the
first professors at the Faculty were also appointed.

Dr. Sterjo Bozdov, professor of the subject Hygiene, was elected to be
the first dean of the Faculty along with the first 19 teachers of the other subjects
taught at the Faculty. The premises of the existing General (Country) Hospital
with 640 beds and the Hygienic Institute had to provide conditions for clinical
and preclinical education. Teaching of preclinical subjects was organized in the
Hygienic Institute and the prefabricated premises of the Nursing School (Secon-
dary Medical School), while the following clinics were established at the de-
partments of the General (Country) Hospital: Surgical, Internal, Pediatric, Gy-
necologic, Psychiatric, Infectious, Dermatovenerological, Eye Clinic, Clinic for
Ear, Nose and Throat and Tuberculosis Institute.

In the academic year 1947, the Medical Faculty in Skopje worked
according to the study programme and regime of the other Yugoslav medical fa-
culties. Medical studies lasted for 12 semesters, with 6,015 hours, of which 57%
were theoretical courses and 43% practical ones. The number of subjects taught
was 41.

In the autumn of 1947, the first 153 students were enrolled at the Me-
dical Faculty. The Teaching-Educational Council consisted of 19 professors, of
whom 5 were regular professors, 3 associate professors, 8 assistant professors
and 3 teaching assistants.
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Over the past years, the Medical Faculty has developed and grown into
a prestigious educational, scientific and health institution, undergoing numerous
organizational transformations and playing an important role in providing health
care for the citizens of R. Macedonia.

In the last sixty years, the Medical Faculty has educated 10,000 medical
doctors and 350 radiology technicians. A total of 315 students have completed
postgraduate studies in different fields of medicine and acquired a master's
degree in medical sciences, and there are 160 active postgraduates at present.

The degree of Doctor of Medical Sciences has been awarded to 463
candidates, while 93 are in the process of preparing their doctoral theses. At the
moment the introduction of contemporary doctoral studies is underway.

The Medical Faculty performs postgraduate professional studies, spe-
cializations and subspecializations in various medical fields. Since 1992, 2,380
candidates have successfully passed the specialist exam, while 700 specializa-
tions are ongoing.

The Medical Faculty in Skopje has played a vital role as a founder of
and "mother" faculty to the Faculty of Dentistry and Faculty of Pharmacy, also
providing, at the same time, interdisciplinary studies at other faculties.

The teaching-educational, research-scientific and health activities are
being carried out by 233 teachers: 125 regular professors, 71 associate profess-
sors, 36 assistant professors; 37 scientific researchers, 13 lecturers and 215 tea-
ching assistants. The Medical Faculty consists of 12 institutes and 3 teaching
bases in the pre-clinical segment as well as 25 clinics, 3 institutes and 7 tea-
chings bases that take an active part in the teaching and scientific clinical seg-
ments. The teaching process is conducted by 33 departments.

The most contemporary achievements in the field of education,
scientific research and health activities in Europe and worldwide are being
pursued and applied at the Faculty.

Those employed at the Faculty have been engaged in the publication of
the journal Godishen zbornik na Medicinskiot fakultet, now renamed into
Makedonsko spisanie za medicina (Macedonian Journal of Medicine). More
than 20,000 professional and scientific articles have been published, including
those published in Makedonski medicinski pregled and other domestic and
international scientific-professional journals.

More than 380 monographs and textbooks have been published in the
country or abroad.

A total number of 350 scientific projects have been undertaken, 40 of
them with international partners. The collaboration with foreign medical facu-
Ities is fruitful and beneficial.
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The members of the Medical Faculty are very active in many organiza-
tions, such as the Macedonian Medical Association, the Macedonian Chamber
of Medicine and International medical associations, performing continuing
education and solving numerous health problems.

The members of the Medical Faculty and the Faculty itself have had the
most prestigious awards conferred upon them. They have also been appointed to
prominent managerial positions in the society, at the University and in the Ma-
cedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts.

The Skopje Medical Faculty has made and continues to make an enor-
mous contribution in producing medical professionals as well as a providing
modern health care service in the Republic of Macedonia.

Pesume

60 rOAHU O @OPMUPAILE HA MEJIUIINHCKNOT ®AKYITET
HA YHUBEP3UTETOT CB. KUPWJI U METOINJ
BO CKOILJE, P. MAKETTOHHMJA (1947-2007)
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"Tpogpecop u dexan na Meouyunckuo paxyaret, Ckomje, P. Makedonuja
*[pogpecop na MeduyunckuoT axynTet i unen na Maxkedonckara akademuja
Ha HaykuTe u ymeocTute, Cromje, P. Maxedonuja

MenmumacknoT ¢akyntetr (M.®D.) Bo Ckomje e ¢popmupan Ha 6 Mapt 1947 ro-
nuHa co Yka3 Ha Brnagara na PenmyOnuka MakenoHuja.

3a U3MHHATUTE WIECT JCLeHUH MeIuIMHCKHOT (akyaTeT Oelle W OCTaHyBa
WHCTUTYIIMja KaJe IITO Ce CO37aBaaT MEAMIMHCKU KaJpH, TOKTOPH U JAPYT 3/PaBCTBEH
MEepCOHal, Kaje MITO Ce M3BEAyBa HAayYHOMCTpaKyBaukaTra paboTa M amjiiKaTHBHATA
3IPaBCTBEHA JICJHOCT.

[IpBute 153 crynentu ce 3anumane Ha DakyaTeToT eceHTa Bo 1947 roauHa.
Ha M.®. quniomupane 10.000 ngokropu no meauursa u 350 paguooIKY TEXHUYAPH.
MarucTepcku CTyIUd O] Pa3InYHA 00JIaCTH Ha MEIWIMHATA 3aBpinja 315 cTyaeHTH H
ce 371001ja Co TUTyJIa MaruCTep MO0 MEIUIIMHCKH HAYKH, a cTyaupaat 160 cTyneHTy.

Turysna 1OKTOp 1O MEIUIIMHCKH Hayku noowie 463 kanauaary, a 93 uspabo-
TyBaaT IOKTOpcKa Te3a. McTo Taka ce BOBEAyBaaT COBPEMEHH TPHUIOJHUIIHK JOKTOPCKU
cryauu. On 1992 roguna 2.380 kaHAWAATH YCIEUIHO MOJOXWIIE CIEIUjATUCTUUKA
UCIIUT U Ha crienujanu3anmja ce 700 qokTopu.
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Ha M.®. nacraBa 06e30emyBaar 233 HacraBHunM u 215 acucrentn. Hacrapa
ce oJpxKyBa Ha noBeke of 33 xareapu. M.d. ro counnyBaat 12 uHCTUTYTH U 3 Hac-
TaBHU 0a3W BO NMPETKIMHUYKHOT JIe)I. BO KIIMHUYKKOT NN ce Haoraat 25 KIWHHKH, 3
WHCTHUTYTHU U 7 HACTaBHH 0a3H.

Ha M.®. ce myb6mmkyBan ['ogumen 360pHUK Ha MeaumuHCKHOT (hakynTeT, a
cera ce my0OanKyBa MakeIOHCKO CrMCaHMe 32 MequiuHa. Hanumanu ce u oTne4aTeHu
Hax 380 moHorpaduu u yuyeOHUIIM BO 3€MjaBa M BO CTpaHCTBO. M3pabotenu ce 350
Hay4YHH TpoekTH o1 kKou 40 co MeryHapOJHU TapTHEPH.

MeauuHCKHOT (akyireT Oeme ocHOBaY M MaTtwieH (akynter Ha Ctomaro-
JomKroT U PapManeBTCKUOT (akyiTeT, a 00e301yBa HHTEPANCIUIUIMHAPHA HacTaBa U
Ha JpyrH GaKynreTy.

Kayuynu 360poBm: MequnuHcku (akynTeT, eayKalyja, HCTPaXKyBame, 3paBCTBCHA
aruIMKaIyja.
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